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Quotes about aid from different countries
European Commission 
· “Aid is not a matter of charity but one of the drivers of recovery”. European Commission COM(2009) 160 final
· “As politicians, as citizens, we have to respect our commitments: no step back, no excuses will be and should be allowed. This is a question of dignity, of credibility, of trust, of mutual interest.” 

Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Development, March 3rd 2010

UN

“With five years to go to the target date of 2015, the prospect of falling short of achieving the Goals because of a lack of commitment is very real. This would be an unacceptable failure from both the moral and the practical standpoint





 Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General
Austria

“Austria is a rich country, but a poor state”. 
Michael Spindelegger, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, announcing aid cuts in March 2010

Belgium

“For Belgium, this summit [the MDG summit in September 2010] must sound the alarm that the MDGs will not be achieved without substantially greater efforts. More development aid will be necessary; the 0.7% standard which Belgium will achieve [according to budgeted aid levels for 2010] is a reference.” 
Charles Michel, Minister for Development Cooperation, February 2010 

Bulgaria

“Bulgaria’s participation in the EU development policy is a challenge which sets a number of requirements to the country, such as adoption and implementation of EU primary and secondary legislation in the area of development aid and humanitarian aid, building up institutional capacity and adequate participation in the work of EU bodies on development issues in their various formats. “

Bulgaria’s Policy on Participation in International Development Cooperation, Concept Paper, 2007

Cyprus

“The need to broaden and to enhance international cooperation for improving global development becomes even more important under the conditions of economic recession prevailing in the international community during this period. “




 Markos Kyprianou, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Czech Republic

I believe that Senate with its adoption of the Bill on Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Assistance sends an important message, unambiguously confirming that Czech Republic takes International Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid seriously, with a long-term perspective, stressing its predictability. 




Jan Kohout, Minister of Foreign Affairs , April 21st 2010

Denmark
“A global agreement needs to focus on reducing emissions and  helping the poorest countries adapt to unavoidable climate change.  [...] Funding for efforts in developing countries is also a very important part of an agreement.” 





Danish Prime Minister, Lars Løkke Rasmussen
Estonia
“It is not a luxury to help others; it is our moral duty, as very many countries have helped us during our rough times.” 








   Andrus Ansip, Prime Minister

Finland

“What is climate financing and what is aid? This is a matter of opinion, to which there is not yet a clear response.”                                    


  Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen, March 23rd 2010

France

· La France ne respecte pas les engagements pris en 2005 aux côtés des autres membres de l’Union européenne : consacrer 0,51% de son Revenu national brut (RNB) à l’APD en 2010, pour atteindre 0,7% en 2015. Avec la prévision (optimiste !) de 0,46% du RNB consacré à l’APD en 2010, on est encore bien loin du compte. « La lutte contre la pauvreté ne se mène pas à coup de promesses ! « Les exemples anglais et espagnols nous montrent bien que la crise ne justifie pas un tel désengagement”.
Jean-Louis Vielajus, président de Coordination SUD
· « L’APD française est un vrai « fourre-tout » ! L’Etat gonfle les chiffres avec des allègements de dettes et développe ses prêts aux pays émergents, mais prive les pays les plus pauvres des ressources  indispensables pour répondre aux besoins des populations ».

    Jean-Louis Vielajus, président de Coordination SUD.
· “I would also like to emphasize the need – the absolute necessity – for us to offer our support to the poorer nations. They are the victims of this crisis. Some now face the real risk of seeing their considerable efforts in recent years towards achieving the millennium development goals being completely nullified if we do not show solidarity.” 


Nicolas Sarkozy,. London G20 Summit, April 2009

· « Nous veillerons à ce que soient honorés les engagements internationaux pris au plus haut niveau, à  commencer par celui, pris par le Président de la République et réitéré par le Premier ministre, de consacrer 0,7 % du revenu national brut à l'Aide publique au développement à l'horizon 2015. […] Nos contraintes budgétaires ne nous empêcheront pas d'agir. » 


Alain Joyandet, mai 2009.

· « L’aide publique au développement ne sera pas la variable d’ajustement de la dépense publique »

 Nicolas Sarkozy, septembre 2009.
Germany 
“We will miss the interim target for 2010. The German government sticks to the 2015 target, but it will be a sporting challenge to reach it“.


Dirk Niebel, German Development Minister, March 2010

Greece 
“Today we are trying to straighten out our priorities and the way we provide aid in order for it to be more effective and our citizens to be more informed… We believe that this is an important sector of the Foreign Ministry’s work and it is a high priority for us.”          Mr. Spyros Kouvelis, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Hungary
"Our most urgent common objective is to fulfil the MDG commitments and to reduce poverty in the least developed countries, especially on the African continent."
László Várkonyi, State Secretary

Ireland 
· "What today's figures show is that some developed countries, such as Ireland, are blaming the financial crisis for their decision to cut overseas aid – but the crisis can’t be an excuse.” 
Hans Zomer of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland's development NGOs. 

· “What the Government seems to want us to forget is that the world’s poorest people are particularly affected by the global downturn: This year, more people go hungry than ever before. It is the one billion people that are living in absolute poverty that need our support, much more urgently than our mismanaged banks need a bail-out.” 
Hans Zomer of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland's development NGOs. 

· "The year 2010 is a key year for OECD and EU member states, who promised to help eradicate the worst forms of poverty by 2015, by providing the financial resources needed. If rich countries fail to deliver, it will be impossible to achieve the MDGs,” 

Hans Zomer of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland's development NGOs. 

· “A number of countries have achieved major successes in combating extreme poverty and hunger, improving school enrolment and expanding access to clean water. These successes have taken place in some of the poorest countries, demonstrating that the MDGs are achievable, given the right policies and adequate levels of investment.”
 Hans Zomer of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland's development NGOs. 

· “But the report also highlights that inadequate resourcing, as a result of unfulfilled promises by donor countries, is the biggest obstacle to this global drive to make poverty history. “It is high time that our leaders deliver on their promises to the world’s poorest people.”
Hans Zomer of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland's development NGOs. 
· “We do not need to make further pledges if we just deliver on what we have already promised. The commitments and the know-how are already there. It is the political will and action that will make the difference.” 





An Taoiseach Brian Cowen, September 2008

Italy 

 “Our Finance Minister has promised that we will be back on track to reach our aid commitment in 3 years time”.





 Silvio Berlusconi, reported by La Stampa, July 7th 2009
Latvia 
“Even though the financial crisis has negatively affected Latvia’s development co-operation policy, we have learnt a lot from it.  At the same time, this cannot continue in the long term because we risk losing our expertise capacity.” 

 Evija Dumpe, Deputy Director, Department Economic Affairs and Development Cooperation

Lithuania
 “Our state will take the lead in gender equality”.    Dalia Grybauskaitė, President of the Republic of Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
 “The complexity of the problems that we need to solve does not allow us to stay in our respective corners anymore, each inventing our own part of the truth.”

Marie-Josée Jacobs, Ministre de la Coopération et de l’Action humanitaire

Malta

“The government has failed to comply with its request to publish “a clear and transparent breakdown of its ODA expenditure”.  ... “Given the lack of data, SKOP is not in a position to comment on Malta’s aid delivery in 2007. However, SKOP encourages the government to keep its positive track record of 2005, while publishing a clear and transparent report of ODA figures.” 

Matthew Vella – SKOP (NGO)
The Netherlands

“Some of the investments in social sectors may in the long term contribute to development, but the impact is very indirect. […] [Official aid] should focus more on development. Economic growth in particular should be part of that.... This also implies that ‘direct poverty alleviation’ can no longer be a ‘mantra’ and the poor shouldn’t necessarily always be the direct beneficiaries of aid – building the middle class is key to development.”             Dutch Scientific Council to the Government, report “Less pretention, more ambition”

Poland

“Poland is a large country. We are the 18th biggest economy in the world and the 6th biggest in the EU. If we have ambition to play an important role, we have to be a substantial donor.” 

Paweł Wojciechowski, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Portugal 

“Because of an unusual 2010 year, with a national budget only approved in April, Portugal will have to accelerate its Development Aid effort in 2011 and 2012. (…) Our Internacional commitments did not evaporate just because we have a national context different from what we expected. . We will have to intensify our efforts in the next two years.”



                         João Gomes Cravinho, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Romania
“For the many challenges and problems that we face internationally, there is no better answer than solidarity. Sooner or later we will be all faced with difficult problems to solve. But then, having on our side partners from organizations or the international community as a whole, no difficulty will be impossible to overcome.’’ 
Romanian President, Traian Băsescu on the occasion of the meeting with the Heads of the Diplomatic Missions in Bucharest (Bucharest, 20 January 2010).
Slovakia 

 “It is our responsibility to use the limited amount of bilateral ODA effectively in order to really help the people make a change and improve their lives.” 




Miroslav Lajčák, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Slovenia 

“Slovenia's foreign policy will [...] enhance the reputation of our country [...] by being involved in global efforts to tackle and eradicate poverty and environmental problems.” 

The Coalition Agreement on Cooperation in the Government of the Republic of Slovenia, 2008 – 2012 
Spain 
“
Soraya Rodríguez, State Secretary for Development Cooperation, May 2010
Sweden 
"The government has protected Swedish development assistance even during the financial crisis. More countries should follow the example of Sweden and increase their aid effectiveness, keep their promises and take global responsibility". 

Gunilla Carlsson, Minister for Development Cooperation

United Kingdom
 “We will introduce legislation to commit future UK governments to deliver 0.7% of UK GNI as aid from 2013 onwards.”  

A commitment of all 3 major UK political parties in their 2010 election manifestos

